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EDITOR'S NOTE

E’RE PROUD TO PRESENT the Winter 2025
issue of The Armory Life print magazine. This
issue is packed with great content, from our cover
story interview with renowned professional shooter
and firearm expert Julie Golob to detailed product

reviews and much more.

Julie Golob, now a brand am-
bassador for Springfield Armory,
is a multi-time world and national
shooting champion. She brings an
invaluable perspective as a re-
spected competitive shooter, pub-
lished author, U.S. Army veteran,
wife and mother. Turn to page 16
to learn more about her.

When the Hellcat first launched
in late 2019, it set a new standard
for micro 9mm pistols designed
for EDC. Starting on page 10, Jer-
emy Tremp wrings out the new-
est addition to the Hellcat family
— the Hellcat .380. Is this light-

kicking, easy-to-carry Hellcat the
right one for you? Check out the
article to decide for yourself.

In addition to full feature reviews
of other Springfield Armory fire-
arms — such as the Echelon 4.0C
Comp and the newly refreshed
SAINT Victor line — this issue
also covers some exciting acces-
sory and ammo options. Check
out pieces covering the Dead Air
Sandman X suppressor, the Sure-
fire X300 Turbo, Hornady’s Back-
country Defense 10mm and more.

Our history piece for the issue is
about the MTA-AT Bush Rifle, a gun

| desperately wanted as a young
teenager back in the 1980’s. While
| wasn't able to get one then, |
recently had one “rebuilt” on an
M1A Scout Squad — and our arti-
cle on that project has a uniquely
retro-style look. So, step into our
time machine and check it all out,
starting on page 87.

As always, I'm very interested in
hearing your thoughts about The
Armory Life. Feel free to reach out
to support@thearmorylife.com,
and let me know what you think
about the magazine and website.

So, welcome to the Winter 2025
issue of The Armory Life quarterly
magazine. Flip through its pages,
read some articles, scan some QR
codes, visit the website and enjoy.
And be sure to keep an eye out for
future issues as welll

OE0
= VISIT THEARMORYLIFE.COM
=
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M E ETS compromise in a field-proven platform trusted by

ADAPTAB I LITY professionals worldwide.
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ELCOME to The Armory Life Vault,
a portal to expanded digital con-

tent from TheArmoryLife.com. Scan the

QR codes to find out more about each!
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The Hellcat OSP .380 packs in
11+1 firepower in a compact pack-

age. Shown with a Shield OMSsc WATCH THE VIDEO:
red dot with translucent roof. TESTING THE HELLCAT IN .380
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THIS NEW ADDITION TO THE
OFFERS AN OPTIC-READY EDC THAT IS TRULY
A PLEASURE TO CARRY — AND SHOOT.

JEREMY TREMP

CHOOSING TO CARRY EVERY DAY is a commit-
ment. Gear has to fit your life, not the other way
around. That is why a lot of folks keep circling back
to smaller pistols that are simple to conceal and
easy to control. Enter the new Springfield Armory
Hellcat OSP in .380. Here’s the short version: Same
Hellcat DNA, but in a softer-shooting chambering.

| have carried a lot of micro
pistols over the years. In fact,
my very first CCW was
actually a .380 pistol as
the round has much
to offer. While
you give up a
little on raw
horsepower
compared
to 9mm,
you
have a
cartridge
that still
offers capa-
ble power as
well as control-
lability — that
latter point being
particularly true if

used in the right platform.

The .380 round itself has been
around for a long time. Effectively
a short 9mm (think .38 Spl. versus
.357 Mag.), the .380 offers you a
chambering that is easy to carry
yet doesn’t have to punish you.

Because the recoil is lighter,
it’s a lot easier to stay on your
sights and get that follow-up shot
right where you want it. You’re
not wrestling the gun like you
sometimes do with a micro 9mm.
Inside the distances where de-
fensive pistols are employed, that
extra control is a real advantage.

THE DETAILS

The Hellcat .380 sticks to the
same carry-first formula that
made the Hellcat family so

FAMILY

famous. It features a 3" bar-
rel, a double-column flush-fit
T1-rounder and an extended
13-rounder magazine, and a slim
slide and frame that tucks under
light clothing. The result is a pis-
tol that doesn’t print when you’re
moving around.

The dimensions sit right at
the 1"-width mark, which is the
sweet spot for true micro pistols.
Weight is low at around 16 oz.

Springfield brought over the
key features from the 9mm Hell-
cat we’ve come to expect. The
frame has the same Adaptive
Grip Texture, which locks into
your hand when you grip hard
but stays comfortable against the
skin when it’s riding in the holster.
The slide is cut with serrations
at the front, top and rear, so you
can rack the pistol however you
like and still get traction, even
with sweaty hands. The U-Dot
sight system is standard, pairing a
large and bright tritium/lumines-
cent front dot with a simple rear
“U-notch” iron sight that makes
for quick target acquisition.

THE ARMORY LIFE 11






The Hellcat OSP .380 combines
impressive firepower with a
compact package that is easy to
EDC all day — yet be ready at a

HELLCAT
OSP .380

CHAMBERING
BARREL LENGTH
WEIGHT
OVERALL LENGTH
SIGHTS

GRIPS

ACTION

FINISH

CAPACITY

MSRP

.380 ACP

Zn

16.1 oz.

6"

Tritium U-Dot
Integral, polymer
Striker-fired
Melonite

11+1/13+1 (one of each
included)

$653

moment’s notice.



Tritium/
Luminescent
Front Sight

Hammer-
Forged
Barrel

Full-Length
Guide Rod

Accessory Rail

Springfield also carried
over the stand-off surface at the
front end of the guide rod, which
is designed to keep the pistol in
battery if it's pressed against a
surface. It's a detail you hope to
never need, but I'm glad it’s there.

CONCLUSION
The way | see it, the Hellcat .380 is
a strong option for a few different
groups of shooters. For people
who are newer to carrying, the
softer recoil makes it easier to train
with, which means you'll shoot
more and build confidence faster.

For anyone who struggles with
the snap of micro 9mms, whether
that’s due to grip strength or just
personal preference, this .380 is a
welcome alternative.

Or, you might be an experienced
shooter who just wants a Hellcat

SHIELD OMSsc
(not included)

OSP
Optic
Mount

Magazine
Release

13-Round
Extended
Magazine \

that is easy to carry and
even easier to shoot well.

The new Hellcat OSP
in .380 fills a real need in the
concealed carry world. It's small,
easy to carry and very comfortable
to shoot. That might sound basic,
but those qualities are what decide
whether a pistol stays in the safe
or actually goes on your belt every
day. Springfield kept all the things
that made the Hellcat popular in
the first place, and paired it with a
softer-shooting chambering.

This is a pistol built for real-world
carry needs. It's not about chasing

Tactical
Rack/U-Notch
C Rear Sight

‘\ slide
Lock

Lever

Adaptive

Grip
/ Texture

max-
imum
power. It's
about giving
people a pistol they can
shoot well, carry without compro-
mise, and trust. For many of us,
that’s exactly the combination for
which we're looking.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:
SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
BLACK-HILLS.COM
FEDERALPREMIUM.COM
FIOCCHIUSA.COM

SHIELDSIGHTS.COM
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AFTER A TRUCK FIRE,
THIS RMR" STILL WORKED.
THE TRUCK DID NOT.

After a truck forced Alex
Jara off the road and into a
ditch, his vehicle caught fire.
Then it was hosed down by
firefighters. The only thing
that survived was his Trijicon
RMR®—and it still worked.

See Alex’s story at
Trijicon.com/RMRfireproof.

VOW
Brilliant Aiming Solutions™




Easily one of the most respect-
ed competitive shooters in the
world, Julie Golob brings a
wealth of experience to her new
role with Springfield Armory.






Competing for the U.S. Army Shooting Team,
Golob was part of the Women’s Super Squad at the
1998 USPSA Open National Championships.



While Golob cut her teeth with
the 1911, she also has a deep ap-
preciation for striker-fired pistols
such as this Springfield Armory
Echelon 4.5F Comp (shown with
a Trijicon SRO optic).



Julie’s drive to succeed has
earned her a raft of world and
national titles, and makes her a
terrific addition as a brand am-
bassador for Springfield Armory.






IMAGE: AUTHOR

Golob is shown here with Spring-
field Armory’s Rob Leatham and
Kyle Schmidt, representing the

United States as members of the
National Team at the 2012 World
Action Pistol Championships. It
was held in Germany that year.

TAL: Beyond the Echelon, are
there any other Springfield
Armory guns with which you’ve
been working?

JG: Though | am a competition
shooter by trade, | also greatly
value firearms to defend myself,
my home and my family. The first
guns on my wish list from Spring-
field Armory were the Hellcat and
Hellcat Pro for EDC. | appreci-
ate the Hellcat’s smaller size for
certain clothing choices, and the
Hellcat Pro strikes that ideal bal-
ance in a fine-shooting carry gun,
packed with features that you can
always depend on.

The rifle selection is also excit-
ing. Between hunting rifles like the
Model 2020 Boundary options, the

extensive selection of ARs, and
another amazing classic, the M1A,
| have so many options. I'm very
excited to set up my deer rifle for
the season and take an M1A to the
range, with either an SA-35 or 1911
on my hip to complete the vibe.

TAL: In addition to being a world-
renowned shooter, you also note
that you are a wife and mother.
How have these two related roles
affected your professional work
— and your perspective?

JG: Becoming a wife and mother
changed everything for me. My
time in the military and the years
after, | was completely focused on
shooting as a competitor. Starting
a family made me start to seri-
ously consider concealed carry
and firearm safety in ways that |
didn’t really relate to before. It's
one thing to have an appreciation
for concealed carry as a shooter
and industry rep. As a mother, it's
a whole new level. It wasn’t about

just me anymore.

As a mom, | took
time off from compet-
ing to be present for
my daughters the way
I wanted to be, but |
also stayed engaged
in shooting through
writing. It resulted in
my first book, "SHOOT:
Your Guide to Shoot-
ing and Competition”.
| found | wanted to
create more resources
for shooters, like an
eBook on "Shooting
While Pregnant” and
"Toys, Tools, Guns and
Rules: A Children’s Book
About Gun Safety".

My writing represents

the different phases of
my life, especially as a

woman gun owner.

My time in the indus-
try has at times felt like
an exploration. Being

the first female action shooter for
the USAMU as well as proving my
worth in a male-dominated sport
hasn’t always been easy. When |
first started working in the industry,
there were few females, especially
as pro shooters. Without examples
to follow, at times it felt like | was
venturing into the unknown.

So much has changed over
these past decades. | hope that
what I've been able to accomplish
has shown other women that it
can be a wonderful and rewarding
sport, and for those who aspire to
it, a career.

TAL: Thank you again for taking the
time to do this interview with us.

JG: It's my pleasure. I'm so excited
for this new chapter.

TO LEARN MORE, PLEASE VISIT:
JULIEGOLOB.COM
SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
TRIJICON.COM
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The newly enhanced line of
SAINT Victor rifles and pistols
in 5.56mm and 7.62mm offers a

firearm for practically any appli-
cation. The 14" Pinned & Welded
5.56mm variant is shown at top.




VICTOR..

BUILDING ON A FOUNDATION OF OFFERING
PROFESSIONAL-GRADE CAPABILITIES, THE
NEW SAINT VICTORS CONTINUE THE TRADITION WITH
ENHANCED FEATURES AND IMPRESSIVE PERFORMANCE.

SEAN UTLEY



IP'VE BEEN WATCHING Springfield Armory from

afar for quite some time and have seen it contin-

ue to grow. I’m not referring to simply revenue and
spreadsheets, but instead growth in product breadth
and capabilities. In my opinion, they’ve been doing
it right for many years now. No fluff or smoke here —
Springfield continues to raise the bar.

The SAINT line of ARs first
launched about a decade ago,
and it caught many by surprise.
Yes, this was an admittedly sat-
urated market, and the company
was more known for its traditional
M1A-style rifles. So, how do you
make your mark when jumping
into manufacturing such a widely
produced platform?

Easy. You push your engineering
and design teams. You make sure
they push the envelope to give
users the best possible product.

The SAINT line would then
expand over the years, including
the launch of the SAINT Victor
series in 2019.

SUM OF ITS PARTS

That familiar phrase, “The whole
is greater than the sum of its
parts,” comes to mind while look-
ing over this newest iteration of
the SAINT Victor.

Built on a foundation designed
to provide users with a platform
capable of professional-grade
capabilities, the SAINT Victor
quickly made a name for itself by
offering premium features and
impressive performance. Howev-
er, Springfield Armory decided
it was time to give the design a
close look. The result is the “new
for 2025” series of offerings of
SAINT Victors we are consider-
ing here today.

| also want to
point out

The new Victors
feature low-key re-
ceiver markings. The

Tungsten Gray Victor
5.56mm 16" rifle is
shown here.

that we are not looking
at a major redesign
here. With the solid
foundation of the
originals, this revamp

focused more on a “sum

of its parts” approach. Rather
than any particular new feature
outshining all the others, there is
instead a consistent progression
in individual components that are
designed, added or enhanced.

First, let’s lay out what new
models there are on offer.
Chambered in 5.56mm NATO or
7.62mm NATO, there are 16 total
new SAINT Victor models. These
include 16" models as well as
an 11.5" barreled pistol (and an
SBR) in 5.56, as well as a really
interesting new 14" pinned and
welded version. In 7.62, there are
both 16" and 20" models.

Mid-length gas systems are fea-
tured on the 14" and 16" 5.56mm
guns, while the pistol and SBR
have carbine-length systems. The
16" 7.62mm has an intermediate-
length system between mid- and
rifle-length, and the 20" 7.62mm
has a rifle-length gas system.

Add in lo-cap, California-

compliant, and color

variants (Cerakote

Coyote Brown and
Tungsten Gray), and
you have a lot of
choices here. MSRPs
range from $1,249 up
to $1,688.

Looking them over,
you get an imme-
diate sense of what
Springfield is trying
to accomplish — man-
ufacturing a com-
petent, capable AR

platform with top-tier
components at an afford-
able price.

If the company’'s goal was to
create an AR that is affordable
and reliable, and with enough
features to satisfy even the pick-
iest buyer, | think it has accom-
plished that mission.

THE DETAILS

Let’s dive into what exactly sets
these new Victors apart from
their predecessors. While the



new Victors feature forged 7075
T6 upper and lower receivers
just like the originals, they now
feature “government-style” low-
profile markings that are simple
and attractive. | personally noted
the attractive markings for the
fire controls. As a visual art-

ist, my eyes are immediately
drawn to certain details

— even the most sub-

tle ones — and these
pictograms add that

little touch.

Below the
safe/fire en-
gravings is an
ambidextrous
safety selector
— an absolute
must for any seri-
ous AR. The ability to effectively
run the rifle with either hand is
paramount. My right-handed/
left-eye dominance has made this
of notable importance over my
shooting career.

While the earlier Victors also
had ambis, this new one is a
45-degree model with a short-
throw lever on the right side.

In the upper receiver, there is a
Radian Raptor LT charging han-
dle, designed to offer users full
ambidextrous usage there as well.
A 7075 T6 buffer tube rounds out
the package.

Out front, the Victors feature
4150 chrome moly vanadium
(CMV) barrels with a continuous
tapered profile. This design of-
fers optimal heat distribution and
maximum rigidity. The barrels
feature a durable nitride finish for
wear- and corrosion-resistance,
and a taper-pinned/low-profile
gas block completes the feature
set on offer.

Topping off the muzzles of
all the Victors (apart from the
California-legal versions) is an
eye-catching four prong flash
hider. The rate of twist on the
5.56 guns is 1:7", and the 7.62
rifles are 1:10".

The SAINT Victor 5.56mm 16"
in Coyote Brown is equally at

home out in the wild as it is
on the range.




Four-Prong

Flash

Suppressor

4150 CMV Barrels
(Continuous
Tapered Profile)

SAINT o
VICTORS 0]

CHAMBERING | 5.56mm/7.62mm

BARREL | 11.5", 14", 16", 20"

WEIGHT | 5 Ibs., 9 0z.-8 Ibs., 1 0z.

OVERALL LENGTH | 27.5"-43"

SIGHTS | Low-profile folding

B5 Systems Enhanced
SOPMOD, Magpul Fixed,
SB Tactical SBA3

STOCK/BRACE

ACTION | Semi-Auto

Black, Coyote Brown,

FINISH Tungsten Gray

10, 20, 30

CAPACITY (one magazine included)

MSRP

$1,249-$1,688

Speaking of barrels, in addition
to the 11.5" barrels for the pistol
and SBR, and the 16" and 20"
options for rifles, there’s a unique
one situated in the middle — the
14" Pinned & Welded model. This
5.56mm employs a 14" barrel with
a pinned and welded flash hider
that is long enough to bring total
length of the carbine up to the
legal 16" requirement.

Surrounding those barrels is a
new free-float rail. This aluminum
handguard features a full-length
top Picatinny rail with T-slot mark-
ings as well as ample M-Lok cov-
erage for fitting out the gun with
a lot of accessories if so desired.

The handguard is attached to
the Victor’'s upper receivers by a

Low-Profile
Folding Sights

Free-Float Rail

robust, patented mounting system
with integrated QD cups.

Atop the rifle is a newly de-
signed set of low-profile manual
sights that sit much lower than the
original units.

However, much of what made
the originals so appealing still
remains. The mag release and bolt
catch mechanism are standard
fare, single-sided and right where
you expect them.

The lowers of all models except
the Cali-legal and pistol versions
are fitted out exclusively with

7075 T6 Forged
Upper and Lower
Receivers

The author tested out the 11.5"”
5.56mm pistol along with the 14"

Pinned & Welded 5.56mm rifle
(shown) with impressive results.

B5 Systems stocks, pistol grips
and triggerguards. The pistol has
an SB Tactical SBA3 brace, and
the California guns have a Strike
Industries California-compliant
pistol grip along with a Magpul
fixed stock.

I'm a big fan of the B5 Systems
Type 23 P-Grip, which is nearly
vertical with a 13-degree grip an-
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Full Top
Picatinny Rail

Magpul
PMAG
Gen M3

gle that makes intuitive sense to
the hand. It also has a beavertail
and well-executed grip textur-
ing to keep retention levels high
without shredding you to piec-
es. The collapsible B5 Systems
Enhanced SOPMOD stock is also
quite good.

The Victors feature a trigger
coated in nickel boron, employ-
ing a straight and flat blade that
affords the operator great contact
and feel. It's called a “"G.I.” trigger,
which basically means it’'s a duty
type, as opposed to a lighter, race
gun-type trigger.

HANDS-ON

| personally got the chance to try
out two of the new 5.56mm Vic-
tors for this review — a 14" Pinned
& Welded carbine and an 11.5"
pistol. So, | set about inspecting
them and getting them ready for
the range.

Trigger weight was tested at
4.5 lbs. to 5 lbs. on my test guns,
with a predictable breaking point.
They exhibited a bit of creep when
pressed extremely slowly, but

Low-Profile
Folding Sights

Radian Raptor LT
Charging Handle

45-Degree
Ambi Safety

B5 Systems
Type 23 P-Grip

under normal presses none of this
is noticeable.

Allin all, it works well and will
hold up in harsh conditions. This
is the type of trigger you want for
hard use.

The upper gets a couple of
bonus points in my book for the
inclusion of the ambidextrous
charging handle as well as the set
of back-up/flip-up sights. | can’t
tell you how much it pains me that
people think iron sights are unnec-
essary or useless. The rear sight is
windage adjustable, and they are

The SAINT Victor 7.62 is offered

in 16" versions (shown) as well as
a longer-barreled 20" model.

made of aluminum — not plastic.
Well done.

The Victor’s enhanced bolt car-
rier group (BCG) features an M16-
pattern carrier, with a bolt crafted
from 9310 carpenter steel. It is HP/
MPI tested and nitride finished,
and a hard-chromed firing pin
extends service life by reducing
wear. The gas key and castle nuts
are properly staked.

Per the usual, | like to start out
on the flat range to get rounds
through the barrel before doing
any accuracy testing. | have no
set protocol on this other than
getting as many rounds down-
range as possible.

At this point, | pay particular

PERFORMANCE (100 YDS.)
SAINT VICTOR 14" 5.56MM PINNED & WELDED

LOAD VELOCITY GROUP (BEST) | GROUP (AVG.)
FEDERAL GOLD MEDAL 77-GR. SMK 2,399 fps 1.32" 1.45"
FIOCCHI 77-GR. SMK 2,412 fps 85" 124"
HORNADY BLACK 75-GR. BTHP 2,492 fps o1 1.54"
SAINT VICTOR 5.56MM PISTOL

LOAD VELOCITY GROUP (BEST) | GROUP (AVG.)
FEDERAL GOLD MEDAL 77-GR. SMK 2,279 fps 18" 1.98"
FIOCCHI HYPERFORMANCE Y "
77-GR. SBR ENHANCED 2,268 fps 87 97
HORNADY BLACK 75-GR. BTHP 2,410 fps 118" 141"

Accuracy results for three, five-shot groups measured in inches at 100 yards, rested. Velocity is the average of 15 shots mea-
sured in feet per second (fps) by an Athlon Optics Rangecraft chronograph. Abbreviations: BTHP (boat-tailed hollow point), gr.

(grain), SMK (Sierra MatchKing)
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The SAINT Victor 5.56mm Pistol
features an SB Tactical SBA3

brace as well as an 11.5" barrel to
combine compact size with capa-
ble ballistic performance.

attention to the firearm’s manner-
isms — pointability, recoil, trigger
feel, and the gun’s ability to invoke
confidence in the operator. This

is a very real measurement. If the

The Victors feature high-quality,

low-profile aluminum flip-up iron
sights the author appreciated.

gun doesn’t feel right, you likely
won’t shoot right. | don’t make the
rules, | just live by them.

Follow-up shots were easy on
both guns. No malfunctions were
encountered, save for one short
stroke on the pistol.

| chalked it up to the box
of random 5.56/.223 ammo |
grabbed on my way out the door.
| have no idea what brands were

mixed to-
gether. Once |
transitioned to
like-brands and
lots of ammo,
no other issues
were encoun-
tered during
the test.

For accuracy
testing, | shot
both guns at
100 vyards. | was
able to nab a
few sub-MOA
groups on this
outing. The
carbine man-

aged a best 0.85" group, as well as
another tight 0.91".

The SBR Enhanced ammo from
Fiocchi lived up to its name by
delivering the best groups in the
pistol. The tightest group was .87",
but more impressively it averaged
97" across four separate groups.
Per the testing protocols, | shot
three, five-shot groups with each
ammo for the test.

However, | shot an extra with the
Fiocchi because it was shooting
so consistently well. 'm not sure
what’s in the Fiocchi, but hats off
to them for the performance of
this loading.

CONCLUSION

AR’s are a plentiful option in our
wonderful American 2A market-
place. Finding one is not hard, but
finding a good one can be. Cor-
ners can be cut, and many issues
aren’t discovered until round-
counts rack up and the make-up
has worn off.

While I'm still in the early stages
with these guns, | can honestly say
that how they’re configured and
what I've experienced with them
here in-hand leads me to believe
that all the right components are
blended together in the right way.
The result is not only attractive,
but appropriate in design and
composition.

So, be sure to check out these
new Victors. With so many choic-
es, there should be one there
perfect for your needs!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:
SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
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The Echelon 4.0C Comp offers
shooters a compact and con-
cealable version of the highly
capable Echelon, equipped with
an integral compensator.

|'.-E



ECHELON 4.0C COMP SMM

JEREMY TREMP



The integral compensator of the
pistol features a generously sized

single port cut into both the slide
and barrel, forward of the triti-
um/luminescent front sight.

SIZED RIGHT
I've been a big fan of the Eche-
lon 4.0C since its release in late
2024. The full-size Echelon 4.5F,
my go-to sidearm for training, has
proven itself to be a reliable and
accurate platform with which |
would trust my life.

The Echelon 4.0C brings the
same level of performance and

capability, but in a
more concealable pack-
age. With the Echelon
4.0C Comp 9mm pistol,
you now have the capable
Echelon platform in a con-
cealable size with an integral
compensator designed to deliver
enhanced control.

We are certainly spoiled with
options these days when it comes
to firearms. For every carry po-
sition, hand size or situation, we
have a great solution from which
to choose.

In the past, if you wanted a com-

pensator on your carry pistol, you
needed an aftermarket threaded
barrel as well as a compensator

The 9mm Echelon 4.0C Comp
integral compensator, machined
directly into the slide and the

barrel, is located forward of
the pistol's tritium/luminescent
front sight assembly.

to attach. You then had to deter-
mine if your ammunition would
still reliably cycle the pistol, or you
needed to mess with your springs
to ensure reliability.

With Springfield offering
factory-compensated pistols,
it’'s a huge win for those of us
looking for every advantage on
the range or in defensive situa-
tions. And rather than employing
an attachment hanging off of an
extended threaded barrel, you
have an integral compensator cut
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directly into the slide and barrel,
and made up of a single port
located behind the front tritium/
luminescent dot sight.

THE SWEET SPOT
At the heart of all Echelon pistols
is the Central Operating Group, a
self-contained stainless steel seri-
alized chassis. This system allows
you to easily swap the chassis —
the “firearm” due to it being the
serialized part — in and out of
polymer grip modules with ease.
The Echelon 4.0C Comp comes
with a “small” grip module
with three inter-
changeable
back-

straps,
but medium
and large mod-
ules are offered on
the Springfield Armory Store.
The slide is billet-machined,
comes with a black Melonite
finish and is topped off with the
integral compensator cleanly
cut into the nose. The Melonite
hammer-forged 4" barrel mirrors
the slide cut with a single port cut
to precisely vent gases up and out
of the top of the pistol, enabling
faster follow-up shots with less
muzzle rise.

The 4.0C Comp ships with two

magazines right out of the box:
a 15-round flush fit for discreet
carry, and an 18-round extend-

ed mag for
when con-
cealment
takes a
back seat to
capacity.
The 4"
hammer-
forged bar-
rel is built
for accuracy
and durability,
and the triti-

recoils after being fired.

As the slide of the Echelon
4.0C Comp moves rearward, the
pistol wants to flip up and back

in your hands. By venting

Ei2E

=]

ECHELON 4.0C
COMP 9MM

CHAMBERING
BARREL LENGTH
WEIGHT
OVERALL LENGTH

SIGHTS
um/lumines- GRIPS
cent front sight ACTION
pairs with a FINISH
U-notch rear CAPACITY
to make target

MSRP

9mm

e

24 oz.

7.25"

U-Dot

Grip module
Chassis, striker-fired
Black Melonite

15+1 (one magazine),
18+1 (one magazine)

$765

the gas out of
the top of the
pistol's slide,
this helps keep
the pistol’s
muzzle level.
As you can
imagine, this
makes shoot-
ing multiple,
accurate shots
in succession
much easier.

HANDS-ON
I was immedi-
ately impressed

acquisition

with the Eche-

intuitive in a
wide range of
lighting conditions.

With an overall length of 7.25",
a height of 5.125” and weighing in
at 24 oz., the Echelon 4.0C Comp
hits a sweet spot. This isn’'t just a
compact version of a bigger gun;
it's a fully capable, red-dot-ready,
compensated workhorse built to
carry each and every day.

When you look at the compen-

sator built into the Echelon pistols,

you can immediately see the pre-
cision and thought that went into
the design.

The machining of the slide and
barrel match up perfectly, ensur-
ing the compensator works as
efficiently and reliably as possible.
The opening in the slide is not just
cut into the top, but also extends
to the left and right down the
sides of the slide. You will also
notice that the front of the vent is
shaped like a ramp going forward
toward the muzzle.

These subtle design choices
with the pistol ensure the high-
pressure gases are pushed up
and out, counteracting the in-
herent muzzle rise when a pistol

lon 4.0C Comp

on the range. In
general, the smaller a pistol gets
the more difficult it is to control.
Adding the compensator to the
Echelon 4.0C helped bring the
shooting experience closer to
what | get from my full-size Eche-
lon 4.5F.

Don’t expect it to totally delete
recoil, but rather to take some of
the edge off, enabling you to feel
more confident on placing accu-
rate follow-up shots.

The beautiful thing about a fac-
tory compensator is that Spring-
field did all the hard work figuring
out how to make this pistol as
reliable as possible. I've run 115-gr.,
124-gr. and 147-gr. loads through it
with no reliability issues.

I think Springfield hit a sweet
spot with the size of the Echelon
4.0C. | have average-sized hands,
and | think the pistol fits perfectly
for a compact.

For those with larger hands, the
Echelon ships with an extended
18-round magazine that carries
over the Adaptive Grip Texture,
giving you extra grip surface. Also,
there are the aforementioned larg-
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The author found the Echelon
4.0C Comp to be not only an

impressively controllable 9mm,
but also utterly reliable.

er grip modules as well.

The Echelon 4.0C is only
slightly larger than my
Hellcat Pro, making it
a fantastic option
for an everyday
concealed carry
pistol that is based
on the Echelon
platform. | find the
Echelon 4.0C Comp
more controllable than my
Hellcat, which is designed to be
as compact as possible. They
all have specific purposes in
my rotation depending on my
wardrobe, but | really appre-
ciate what the Echelon 4.0C
Comp brings to the table in
terms of control.

Beyond control and han-
dling, the Echelon pistols
employ the Variable Inter-
face System, which enables
you to mount just about any
pistol red dot optic on the
market directly to the slide

without any adapter plates.
What’s more, the vast majori-
ty of optics will also co-witness
with the factory U-dot sights. This
gives you the best of both worlds
in terms of tech and redundancy.
It really is one of the most nota-
ble features of the remarkable
Echelon pistol.
| set my Echelon 4.0C
Comp up with
a Vortex

The hammer-forged barrel
and billet machined slide of the

Echelon 4.0C Comp feature a
protective Melonite finish.

Defender-CCW red dot and am
very happy with the combination.
I’ve also tested the Echelon 4.0C
Comp with a Surefire XC3, which
fits and operates flawlessly. Sure-
fire is a company I've grown to
trust implicitly with their weapon-
lights, and the XC3 lives up to the
company's name in every way.
I usually carry my Echelon 4.0C
Comp in an appendix holster or
a Viktos sling bag. When | carry
inside-the-waistband, | utilize the
15-round flush fit magazine to
keep as low a profile as possi-
ble and avoid printing.
Concealing the
Echelon 4.0C
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Tritium/
Luminescent
Front Sight

Integral
Compensator

Accessory ]

Rail

is quite easy, and it's comfortable
to carry all day. It really hits that
sweet spot between capability
and concealability.

Drawing from concealment with
it is very intuitive. The Adaptive
Grip Texture treatment provides
excellent traction without tearing
up your skin, and the natural grip
angle makes acquiring a solid
master grip easy under pressure
or on a timer. The presentation is
smooth and direct, with the red
dot consistently landing in my line
of sight.

When | press the trigger, the
recoil feels linear and controlled.
Instead of a snappy jump, the
slide tracks back with authority.
The comp clearly helps keep the
muzzle down.

It’s the kind of performance that
builds confidence over time, espe-
cially when you start pushing your
speed at the range.

U-Notch Rear Sight /\‘

Variable Interface System \

Forward Trench

Ambi Mag
Release

Grip Module

CONCLUSION

The Echelon 4.0C Comp strikes

a rare balance. It’'s not simply a
compact version of a full-size —
it's a fully realized system built for
real-world use. It’'s configurable,
durable, optic-ready and engi-
neered with intention.

From the modular core to
the integrated compensator, it
reflects Springfield Armory’s
forward-thinking approach, while
still staying rooted in reliability.
Add in that integral compensator,
and you have a seriously capable
EDC pistol.

In the ever-expanding sea of
carry pistols, the Echelon 4.0C
Comp has carved out a unique
place for itself. It's a firearm that

Flared

/ Slide

Ambi

Slide

/ Lock
Adaptive

Grip
/ Texture

Interchangeable
Backstrap

\

doesn’t ask you to compromise.
Whether you're looking for an
everyday carry solution, a range
performer or a defensive tool
ready right out of the box, this
pistol delivers.

And if you ask me, it might just
be Springfield’s most versatile
pistol to date.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:
SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
STORE.SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
VORTEXOPTICS.COM

SUREFIRE.COM
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RUAM T

Hornady’s Backcountry Defense
load offers outdoor enthusiasts a

handgun round designed specif-
ically for defense against deadly
four-legged threats.
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HE WILD

The soft, deep snow mut-
ed the bear’s rush. Two Pony
turned late, pulled his .38-40
Colt and fired twice. Then he
died. Struck down by a great
paw, his friend lunged for the
revolver. He would remember
claws shredding his face, tast-
ing his own blood, the powerful
stench — but not the hollow pop
that drove a bullet up through
the beast’s chin into its brain.

On that lonely mountain before
the Depression, grizzlies were an
occupational hazard for cow-
hands, who shot them as chance
allowed. With rifles. Only by
chance would a handgun stop a

FEATURING THE HIGHLY
CAPABLE DANGEROUS
GAME HANDGUN BULLET,
BACKCOUNTRY DEFENSE
BY HORNADY DELIVERS
HEAVY-HITTING FIREPOWER
FOR THE HINTERLANDS.

WAYNE VAN ZWOLL

BRINGING STOCK from the hills before snow was a

routine ride for Two Pony. Under pregnant skies, he
and his partner spun out the day gathering. Strays
remained when the cowboys pulled their saddles
at a line camp. Show came that night. At dawn’s

colorless blush, they followed tracks to a cow. She

was dead.

bear attack. The .38-40’s 180-gr.
.401 bullets had less punch than
beefier missiles from the .44-40
and .45 Colt, albeit it passed as a
heavy hitter in its day.
Unregulated shooting had so
reduced grizzly numbers that
fewer than 800 were thought
to remain in the lower 48 states
when the Endangered Species
Act passed in 1973. Two years
later, the grizzly was “listed” and
hunting banned there. In much
of its range, the bear’s numbers
have since doubled. Human activ-
ity West-wide, from hunters and
hikers as well as stockmen, keeps
bear attacks in the news.

Two years ago, a Montana
hunter trailing a wounded deer
lost part of his face to a grizzly.
Not far away, another hunter was
mauled and his guide killed by
a grizzly as they field-dressed
an elk. I’ve ridden pack trails in
Wyoming where grizzlies were so
plentiful their tracks covered the
horse and mule prints. A hunt-
ing guide from our camp may
have saved himself and clients
by firing his .357 into the earth in
front of a sow grizzly that sprint-
ed towards them, half-grown cub
in tow. The bears turned at the
last moment, dashing past the
hunters on either side.
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The 10mm Hornady Backcountry
Defense load — shown here with
a Springfield Armory XD-M Elite
10mm — is designed to drive
straight and deep into a target
rather than expand.



The ammo ran perfectly in the Ro-
nin, and produced some very tight
groups (with a few called “flyers”).



The Backcountry Defense 10mm
is designed to function well in
autoloaders, like this Springfield
Armory 1911 Ronin 10mm.



The author found the 10mm
Backcountry Defense loads
comfortable to fire in the Ronin
— frisky, but not brutal.

PERFORMANCE (15 YDS.)
1911 RONIN 10MM

LOAD | VELOCITY | GROUP (BEST) | GROUP (AVG.)

HORNADY BACKCOUNTRY DEFENSE 200-GR. DGH | 1,121 fps | 1.0” | 1.3”

Accuracy results for three, five-shot groups measured in inches at 15 yards from a sandbag rest. Velocity is the average of 10
shots measured in feet per second (fps) by a Garmin Xero C1 Pro chronograph. Abbreviations: fps (feet per second), DGH
(Dangerous Game Handgun)

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:
HORNADY.COM
SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
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Surefire is known for building
high-quality flashlights and
weapon lights. The X300 Turbo
proved worthy of its heritage.



Mounting the Surefire X300
Turbo on the Echelon is easy as
Springfield Armory uses a stan-
dard accessory rail. The X300
Turbo can be adapted to non-
standard rails as well.



Everything you need is in-
cluded with the Surefire X300
Turbo. And yes, that includes
the CR-123A batteries.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:
SUREFIRE.COM [=]3g:[=]
STORE.SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM ':
LEUPOLD.COM =]




The Model 2020 Waypoint in
7mm PRC offers hunters a proven

bolt-action rifle with a capable
chambering. Is it up to the task
of handling your specific needs?




IS THE MODEL 2020 WAYPOINT IN 7MM PRC
THE “ONE GUN TO RELY ON” FOR ALL YOUR
NORTH AMERICAN HUNTING NEEDS?

JOE KURTENBACH

WORKING IN THE FIREARMS INDUSTRY and reviewing shooting gear
offers a front-row seat to the cutting edge of gun-related tech and trends.
And while some categories, such as optics, chronographs and suppressors
seem.to‘advance in leaps and bounds, other products progress through an
unassuming procession of modest refinement. New materials, enhanced
ergonomics, and original combinations of pre-existing features and com-
ponents denote new generations of long-trusted designs.




For proof of my supposition,
look no further than the ubiqui-
tous bolt-action rifle.

The modern bolt-action rifle
can trace its roots back
nearly 200 years, to
1841 and Prus-
sian arms
mMak-

er
Nico-
laus von
Dreyse. His
military long arm,
popularly dubbed the
“needle gun” for its lengthy
firing pin, was the first bolt-
action rifle to feed and fire self-
contained metallic cartridges.

Fast forward to today. We live
in a time of super materials such
as metal alloys and carbon fibers
that are lighter, stronger and more
heat-resistant than traditional wal-
nut and steel. Too, our ammunition
and cartridge ignition systems
have come a long way from match
cord, mercury fulminate caps, and,
yes, “needles.”

But upon careful inspection,
we can also find many similarities
between modern bolt-action rifles

The 7Zmm PRC cartridge is a
highly capable cartridge that can

easily be effective on game out
to 500 yards.

and Dreyse’s original military arm.

Bolt-action rifles remain the
most popular style of sport-
ing gun in the world. They have
proven to be

accurate,

ro-

bust,

depend-

able and

powerful. They

are also eminently

configurable for specific

pursuits through the selec-

tion of appropriate chamberings,
optics and other features.

I’'m sure you can guess that if |
could only have one firearm for
North American hunting, it would
indeed be a bolt-action rifle. But

in a world of so many choices,
what features am | looking for, and
what model would | choose?

NON-NEGOTIABLES
& NICE-TO-HAVES
We all build biases and preferenc-
es based on experience, as well
as requirements derived from the
intended quarry and terrain. In
a one gun for North Amer-
ica scenario, I'm setting

my

sights

on big game

ranging all

the way

from whitetail

deer to elk and

moose. | also need it

to be capable of taking a
grizz, in a pinch.

That game consideration
eliminates, in my mind, almost
all non-magnum cartridges, as
well as those that tend to use
bullets weighing less than 150 or
160 grains. | love my 6.5 Creed-
moors, but | want more power
and energy potential. The beloved
.308 Winchester is also out. Sure,
it's capable of carrying a heavier
payload, but its default loadings
are a little light for my taste, and
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the cartridge’s case capacity re-
stricts its potential. Ultimately, I'm
looking for a cartridge that is both
powerful and versatile.

Other requirements include a
means for easily mounting optics,
and swapping scopes if needed.

In my mind this is Picatinny rail,
as opposed to a make- or model-
specific mount and ring combina-
tion. An excellent trigger is also a
must. It doesn’t need to be feath-
erlight, but it should be smooth
and reliable.

Finally, this rifle could see terrain
ranging from dense woodland to
the West’s wide-open plains. It
may be carried from the truck to
the tree stand, or many miles up
and down mountains. Therefore, it

should present a trim, portable
package, and its
construction
should

The Model 2020 Waypoint is
shown here with a Leupold VX-

5HD 3-15x44mm riflescope with
illuminated Firedot Duplex reticle.

MODEL 2020 i
WAYPOINT  Eif
7MM PRC

CHAMBERING | 7mm PRC (tested)
BARREL | 24"
WEIGHT | 7 Ibs., 5 oz. (rifle only)
OVERALL LENGTH | 46"
SIGHTS | Picatinny rail
STOCK | Carbon fiber
ACTION | Model 2020
FINISH | Cerakote
CAPACITY | 3 (one magazine)

MSRP | $2,295

be robust and weatherproof.
While not required, there
are additional features
I would prefer to see.
The first is a detachable
magazine, preferably with
standardized dimensions. In my
experience, this set-up makes am-
munition management easier than
with internal magazines, and it’s
a good idea to have at least a
couple spares stashed away
in case of loss or damage.
| also prefer a threaded
barrel that can easily mount
a suppressor. I've been
hunting suppressed for years
and greatly prefer it. Not only
is a suppressed shot far safer for
my hearing, but it is much easier
to hear a hit when your ears aren’t
plugged — or ringing.
And, lastly, | like a stock that
offers enhanced ergonomics
and ample sling and support
mounting options compared
to traditional American
sporters. Nothing beats
the aesthetic of classic
walnut and a sleek,
straight comb, but
shooting tools
and tech-
niques
have

evolved to improve stability and
accuracy, and I'm here for it.

MODEL 2020 WAYPOINT

One rifle that ticks all the boxes

is the Springfield Armory Model

2020 Waypoint chambered for

7mm PRC. | love a speedy 7
mil, and the PRC'’s continu-
ing rise in popularity and
availability have cemented
its place as my go-to North
American (and beyond)
hunting cartridge. I've used
it with great success on
deer, elk and moose, and it'd

be tough for anyone to argue

against the hunting efficacy of a

designed-for-precision cartridge

launching 175-gr. bullets at nearly

2,900 feet per second (fps). It's
a cartridge that is as viable at 500
vards as it is at 50, and the recoil is
significantly less than comparable
.30-cal. magnums.

Featuring a Model 700 pat-
tern, the Model 2020 receiver is
drilled and tapped for Remington-
pattern scope rings and bases and
comes standard with a Picatinny
optics rail installed. For its trigger,
Springfield includes a TriggerTech
Field model in its Waypoints. User
adjustable for a pull weight be-
tween 2.5 and 5 Ibs. and featuring
a wide trigger shoe, TriggerTechs
are acclaimed for their clean trav-
el, crisp break and overall dura-
bility. My rifle’s trigger came set
at 4 Ibs., 4 oz., according to my
Lyman digital gauge, and offered
an enviable shooting experience.
Still, following TriggerTech’s
instructions, | was able to reduce
that by a pound with just a couple
rotations of an Allen wrench.

Springfield’s Model 2020 Way-
point line-up offers a variety of

configurations, and custom-
ers need to make some
selections to
home in on
their
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Leupold VX-5HD 3-15x44mm

QD Mount

preferred model. First, the bar-

rel. Two options are available for
most chamberings — either a
fluted stainless-steel barrel or a
carbon fiber barrel that features a
stainless-steel inner liner support-
ed and tensioned by a carbon fi-
ber outer wrap. Both are threaded
5/8x24 — meeting my requirement
for suppressor compatibility —

Federal's 175-gr. Fusion loading
took top accuracy honors with

a tightest group of .58", and an
average of .65".

Picatinny Rail

AICS-Pattern Magazine

TriggerTech Field Trigger

and come standard with Spring-
field’s radial muzzle brake. | opted
for the carbon fiber barrel to save
several ounces of overall weight. In
7mm PRC, it's a 24" barrel with a
1:8 rifling twist rate.

Stock configuration and finish
is another selection that must be
made. All the Waypoint stocks are
constructed from carbon fiber by
AG Composites. They offer a mod-
ernized profile and include ad-
vancements derived from compe-
tition circuits such as the Precision
Rifle Series (PRS) and NRL Hunter

matches. Evolutions include raised
combs, vertical pistol grips, flat-
bottomed forends, and plenty of
places to attach bipods, slings and
other accessories.

Springfield Armory offers Model
2020s with or without an ad-
justable comb, and in two cus-
tom-painted camouflage patterns:
Ridgeline, with brown, tan, and
gray splotches; or the green, tan,
and gray Evergreen finish. | per-
sonally prefer Ridgeline, though
both patterns look great. | selected
the non-adjustable stock, which
saves some overall weight.

The exact model | selected for
my one gun to rely on is cata-
loged as “Model 2020 Waypoint
7mm PRC Rifle w/ Carbon Fiber
Barrel - Ridgeline.” Before adding
a scope, it tips the scale at 7 lbs.,
5 o0z., and measures 46" from tip
to tail. To me, this is a sweet spot
as it’s not too light for shooting
— and especially practicing with
— the powerful 7mm cartridge,
but it’s also not too heavy for
backcountry excursions.

And, yes, it feeds from metal
AICS-pattern detachable box
magazines. My Model 2020 in-
cluded Accurate-Mag’s .300 Win.
Mag. magazine unit, 3.850" car-
tridge overall length, which holds
and feeds three rounds of 7mm
PRC without issue.
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Carbon Fiber-Wrapped Barrelx
\ QD Mount

L Ridgeline Carbon Fiber Stock

RANGE & FIELD READY

One additional consideration

with any modern bolt-action is
the selection of an appropriate
riflescope. In these deliberations, |
weigh both the cartridge’s capa-
bility and the intended pursuit. So,
while an argument could be made
that 7mm PRC is a 1,000-yard-plus
cartridge and | ought to throw

as much glass on top as possi-
ble, the agenda for this build is a
North American game getter, and
ethically killing an animal requires
a different mentality than ringing
steel on the far horizon.

I've come to prefer Leupold’s
VX-5HD 3-15x44mm riflescope
with the illuminated Firedot
Duplex reticle. It offers plenty of
magnification for extended shots
in the hunting field but can also be
dialed down for opportunities in
close cover. The illuminated reticle
isn’t a must-have for me, but | find
it to be a significant advantage
when pursuing dark-furred game.

For the price of around $1,300,
it offers premium glass, Leupold’s
refined controls including side-
focus adjustments and zero-stop
capability, and the option to take
advantage of the company’s
custom dial system. In my opin-
ion, it’'s one of the best values on
the market, and adds less than a
pound-and-a-half, rings included,
to my rifle’s overall weight.

On the range, | tested the Model
2020 Waypoint with three 7mm
PRC hunting loads: Federal Fusion
Tipped 175-gr. PTB, Hornady

Outfitter 160-gr. CX, and Hornady
Precision Hunter 175-gr. ELD-X.
Not surprisingly, the rifle loved
the heavier loads, and both easily
outshot Springfield’s .75 MOA
accuracy guarantee. In a best-of-
three-groups shootout, the Feder-
al load just edged out Hornady’s
Precision Hunter, though | doubt
any hunter or game animal could
have discerned the difference.
Hornady’s Outfitter load, with

Radial Muzzle Brake \

5/8x24 Threaded MuzzleJ

remain intact and retain their
weight after impact, making them
excellent penetrators. Too, as
some locales restrict the use of
lead-based bullets, copper alloy
offerings may be a requirement.

CONCLUSION

I'm exceptionally confident in

the 7mm PRC cartridge, and I've
successfully hunted Montana elk
and British Columbia moose with

PERFORMANCE (100 YDS.)
MODEL 2020 WAYPOINT 7MM PRC

LOAD | VELOCITY | GROUP (BEST) | GROUP (AVG.)
FEDERAL FUSION TIPPED 175-GR. PTB | 2,880 fps | 0.58" | 0.65"
HORNADY OUTFITTER 160-GR. CX | 2,939 fps | 0.94" | 1.07"
HORNADY PRECISION HUNTER 175-GR. ELD-X | 2,803 fps | 0.e1" | 0.70"

Group size is measured in inches and is best of three, three-shot groups fired from a Caldwell Lead Sled at 100 yards. Velocity
is in feet per second and is the average of 10 rounds measured by a Garmin Xero C1 chronograph offset 6" from the muzzle,
Abbreviations: CX (Copper alloy eXpanding); ELD-X (Extremely Low Drag eXpanding); PTB (Polymer-Tipped Bonded).

its lighter Copper alloy eXpand-
ing (CX) bullet also posted very
respectable groups. | should note,
though, | did not follow any strict
maintenance regimes, as some
would suggest, to prepare for the
non-lead projectiles. For tests like
this, | prefer to put all the ammu-
nition on an even footing, fouling
the barrel with some familiariza-
tion fire and while zeroing the
optic, and proceeding through
testing with only a quick bore
check between loads.

Still, | am a fan of having a
copper-based option in my ammo
box. Bullets like the CX tend to

Hornady’s Precision Hunter and
Outfitter loads, respectively.

Pairing that performance with
the Springfield Armory Model
2020 Waypoint bolt-action rifle
and Leupold’s VX-5HD scope
yields a premium package | would
confidently rely on to hunt any-
thing in North America. Looks like
| have my “one gun to rely on.”
Could it be yours?

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:
SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
LEUPOLD.COM
FEDERALPREMIUM.COM
HORNADY.COM
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Featuring cutting-edge design
and construction, the Sandman X
is designed to offer the latest in
suppressor technology.




The Sandman X is shown here
mounted on a Springfield Ar-
mory Hellion in OD Green. The

5.56mm bullpup is topped off
with an Aimpoint PRO red dot
and 3X magnifier.




The Sandman X is shown here

next to 5.56mm (far left) and
7.62 NATO (center) rounds.




IMAGES: CARSON MCDANIEL/SPRINGFIELD ARMORY

PRACTICALITIES
Let’s be frank. Stand-
ing in one spot in
an enclosed space

and emptying a

magazine from a

suppressed conven-

tional AR rifle can
seemingly asphyxi-
ate you. That pun-
gent ammonia smell
will end up in your
clothes, your hair

and your nose. | can
only imagine what
that foul stuff does to
our lungs. As a result,
running a can that has
been specifically de-
signed to channel all
that noxious effluvium
forward and out not
only makes the expe-
rience safer, it is also
much more comfort-
able. The Sandman X
is custom-designed to
keep that nasty stuff
off of you.

Even if you're running
this can on a piston-
driven gun like the
Springfield Armory M1A
or the Hellion bullpup
like | did, venting excess
gas forward makes the
gun run cleaner. It also
doesn’t artificially accel-
erate the gun’s moving
parts. The synergistic
result is a gun that will
last longer and is easier
to maintain.

THE GOOD HOST

| wanted to run this beast
on both 5.56x45mm and
7.62x5Tmm firearms. That
meant the Springfield

The cleverly designed Sandman

X features an endcap that incor-
porates its own flash suppressor.

Armory Hellion bullpup and the
SOCOM 16 CQB. Swapping the
can between platforms is driven
solely by the specific flash hider
mount you use. Dead Air will nat-
urally hook you up with anything
you might need.

The SOCOM 16 CQB comes
with a neat little stubby combi-
nation flash suppressor/muzzle
brake. However, the thread pitch
for this thing is not compati-
ble with the standard 5/8x24
.30-caliber suppressor mount. |
scored an inexpensive adaptor
online that has held me in good
stead for well over a decade. If
you can change the batteries in
your TV remote, you are over-
qualified to install this device.

Dead Air flash suppressor
mounts are compact and ef-
fective. When using the Keymo
mount, you slide the suppressor
in place and then turn it to get
the can fully seated. The Xeno
version simply threads in place.
However, the Xeno mounting sys-
tem uses left-hand threads. That
ensures that removing the can is
actually tightening the flash sup-

pressor mount. Once you get the
flash suppressor mounts sorted
on your two host firearms, swap-
ping back and forth is absolutely
stupid-proof.

Helpfully, the front cap on the
Sandman X includes a built-in
flash suppressor.

Dead Air recommends you clean
the can every 4,000 rounds. Failure
to do so isn’t the end of the world.
However, it can result in a degrada-
tion in acoustic performance and
an increase in back pressure.

TRIGGER TIME

We cranked up our range time
together with the Springfield Ar-
mory Hellion. This 5.56mm bull-
pup blockbuster is the civilian-
legal semi-automatic version

of the HS Produkt VHS-2 rifle
currently in service with the Cro-
atian armed forces. Springfield
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Armory engineers helped adapt
the design specifically for the
U.S. market with additions like

a replaceable AR-pattern pistol
grip, M-Lok slots and more. The
Hellion is a thoroughly modern
defensive tool with all the bells
and whistles you could want. The
chassis is indestructible, and the
ergonomics superb. The short-
stroke piston-driven action runs
clean and is ultra-reliable.

Anything worth shooting is
worth shooting twice, and the
suppressed Hellion was born to
deliver smooth double taps. Re-
coil is negligible, and follow-up
shots flow forth like Rach-
maninoff. No kidding, with
the Sandman X in place, the
Hellion shoots about like a
.22 rimfire. What would
be ear-splitting
without the canis
now hugely more
civilized.

Next, we indexed
to the big boy. The
SOCOM 16 CQB is a
thoroughly modern-
ized version of the clas-
sic M14 rifle. This handy
7.62mm features an abbrevi-
ated 16" barrel and a high-tech
polymer collapsible stock from
Archangel. The gun is as reliable
as a mother’s love and as mean
as a cornered cottonmouth.

Anything that shoots fast-
er than 1,125 fps — the speed of
sound in dry air — is going to cre-
ate a nasty sonic crack no matter
what you hang onto the end of
the gun. However, the Sandman
X gets rid of most of the gun
noise with both platforms. Firing
a round out over an open space
emphasizes the crack. Shooting
it into a nearby berm or indoors
sounds more like a nail gun.

You can really tell how effec-
tive this can is by running a few
subsonic 7.62 rounds through it.
| load these myself to just barely
squeak under the sound barrier.

They won'’t cycle an autoloading
action, but they are, legit, movie-
grade quiet through the Sandman
X. Through the Sandman X, my
subsonic .308 loads project
enough horsepower to drop

a whitetail while remain-

ing sufficiently quiet

as to make a

humble pellet

gun seem

down-

With the appropriate mounts,

the Sandman X can be used on a
wide range of platforms.

right obnoxious by comparison.
Both guns shot beautifully
straight and ran reliably with every
factory load | fed them. The addi-
tion of the Sandman X makes both
of these great guns that much
greater. Once you've exercised
these two superlative rifles with
the Sandman X suppressor in
place, you will never go back.

RUMINATIONS

To say suppressors are popular
would be an understatement.
There are currently millions of

them here in the
United States. The
quality of those cans
ranges from superlative
to garbage, with every-
thing in between along for
the ride.

In my estimation, the Sandman
X from Dead Air rests firmly and
majestically on the good end of
this scale. This remarkable thing
has more refined engineering
than the Mars rover and is tough-
er than woodpecker lips.

It ran without complaint on the
Hellion in 5.56mm and the SO-
COM 16 CQB in 7.62 NATO during
my testing, and performed admi-
rably. What more could you want
from your suppressor?

If you find yourself in the
market for a hard-use can that
you don’t have to coddle, this is
your snuffer. The MSRP is $999
or $1,059 depending upon the
mount. Be sure to check it out.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:
DEADAIRSILENCERS.COM
SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
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REDLINE |

RONIN 191

JOE KURTENBACH



The 1911 Ronin AOS, offered
in .45 or 9mm and 4.25" or 5"

versions, combines the classic
style and charm of the 1911 with
modern optics compatibility.




The 4.25" variant of the 1911 Ro-
nin AOS features a more compact

slide and barrel as well as a light-
weight forged aluminum frame.




1911 RONIN

CHAMBERING
BARREL LENGTH
WEIGHT
OVERALL LENGTH
SIGHTS

GRIPS

ACTION

FINISH

CAPACITY

MSRP

AOS

.45/9mm
5" or 4.25"
29.5-41 oz.
7.9"-8.6"

Fiber optic front, serrated
black rear

Wood laminate
Single-action
Blued/stainless

8+1/9+1
(one magazine included)

$977




UNDENIABLE RESULTS

For testing, | used a Vortex
Defender-ST micro red dot with
a 3 MOA reticle. Over the course
of two range sessions and several
hundred rounds, | put the Ronin

AOS through its paces for accuracy

and some defensive-style drills.
During my initial break-in run
with the gun, | experienced a fail-
ure to return to battery issue. The
remedy was simply a thorough
cleaning and lubrication. In my
experience, all-metal guns like the
19711 can exhibit behavior like this
early on as the metal parts “wear
in.” After giving the gun a once-
over, it ran without issue for the
duration of the test. In fact, every-
thing from the slide to the trigger

The author put the 5” 9mm vari-
ant of the pistol, topped off with
a Vortex Defender-ST, through its
paces at the range.

continued to smooth out and
lighten up as testing continued.
The Ronin AOS posted neat,
round groups both from the bench
and from the holster. The Vortex
optic contributed greatly to this
effort, but it's really a combined
effect that includes the 1917’s ex-
ceptional ergonomics, as well as
its single-action trigger. The test
gun’s trigger averaged 4 Ibs., 8

The pistol shot well with all loads
tested, showing a preference for

the Nosler Match Grade 124-gr.
JHP load. The smallest group
was a tight .87".

oz., with a Lyman digital gauge and
exhibited a discernible and predict-
able wall, and then a crisp break.
Full results are included, but the
Ronin performed admirably with
both range and defensive ammu-
nition. Formal testing, measur-
ing three five-shot groups at
15 yards, included Federal
Gold Medal Action Pistol
147-gr. FMJ, Hornady Amer-
ican Gunner 115-gr. XTP, and
Nosler Match Grade Handgun
124-gr. JHP (now discontinued).
The Nosler load really stood out,
posting the best group of the test,
0.69", and the best three-group
average, 0.87".

CONCLUSION
I would like to make a point
about the AOS system
and holster selection.
It's true that holster
options for optic-
equipped 1911s are
rapidly increasing,
but it’'s worth
noting that
the mounting
systems being
used by man-
ufacturers are

IMAGE: AUTHOR
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Agency Optic System (AOS) ﬁ

Hot Salt Blued Slide\

Fiber Optic
Front Sight

Serrated Rear Sight /

Forward
Slide Serrations

Stainless
Steel Barrel

hardly standardized. For example,
some 1911 makers are restricting
optics compatibility to the smallest
of micro red dots — only those that
will fit within the dimensions of the
pistol's narrow slide.

Other mounting systems, like
Springfield’s AOS, accommodate
a wider range of optics, but utilize
plates that may overhang the
edges of the slide. Such pistols
require larger openings or relief
cuts to accept plate-equipped
slide assemblies. The bottom line
is that despite many 1911-pattern
holsters being compatible and
interchangeable with pistols from
numerous manufacturers, holsters
for optics-equipped 1911's may be

Wood Laminate Grips

Stainless Steel Frame

Basepad Magazine

specific to makes and models.
Finally, I must return to one
of my favorite refrains, which
is to encourage shooters to
consider 1911's, and especially
9mm 1911's. There is a reason
the pistol design has endured,
and it’'s not just about nostalgia.
The handguns are proven, the
ergonomics are superior, and
the triggers are just about the
best in the handgun world. The
reduced recoil and increased
capacity of 9mm 1911 variants
also offer an inviting segue to

PERFORMANCE (15 YDS.)

1911 RONIN AOS 9MM

LOAD | VELOCITY | GROUP (BEST) GROUP (AVG.)
FEDERAL GOLD MEDAL 147-GR. FMJ 873 fps 0.73" 1.00"
HORNADY AMERICAN GUNNER 115-GR. XTP 1,185 fps 0.99" 1.26"
NOSLER MATCH GRADE 124-GR. JHP 1122 fps 0.69" 0.87"

Accuracy is best of three, five-shot groups measured in inches and fired from a Ransom Multi Cal Steady Rest at 15 yards.
Velocity in feet per second and is the average of 10 rounds measured by a Garmin Xero C1 chronograph 6" below the muzzle.
Abbreviations: FMJ (full metal jacket); JHP (jacketed hollow point); XTP (eXtreme Terminal Performance).

Beavertail

/ Grip Safety

/

/‘

shooters who aren’t ready to give
up the practicality of their polymer
wonderguns, but who are curious
about one of the most dominant
handgun design of the 20th and,
now, 21st centuries.

Along those lines, the Ronins
offer exceptional value thanks
to their quality materials, care-
ful construction and attractive
appearance. Regardless of size or
caliber, the Ronin AOS models are
all priced to move at $977. Be sure
to check them out.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:
SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
STORE.SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
FEDERALPREMIUM.COM
HORNADY.COM

NOSLER.COM

VORTEXOPTICS.COM
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MAS IERED

Lehigh Defense’s Tipped
Controlled Chaos (TCC) load
is designed to not expand or

fragment in a barrier, but rather
in fluid. Shown with Model 2020
Waypoint rifle in .308 Win.




MIAYHEM

DOES LEHIGH DEFENSE’S .308 WIN. 155-GR.
DELIVER
THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS?

YAMIL SUED



The author tested the Lehigh De-
fense .308 load in the Waypoint

with a Ransom Diamond Series
Rifle Rest for maximum stability
and the best possible accuracy.

THE PLATFORM

With my caliber and bullet weight
choice made, | needed a good
foundation to perform these tests.
After careful consideration, | chose
the Springfield Armory Model
2020 Waypoint rifle in .308 Win.
with a carbon fiber-sleeved 20"
110" twist barrel and finished in
Ridgeline camo.

This is a lightweight rifle, weigh-
ing in at a modest 6 Ibs,,lbs 9 oz,
yet still comes with a three-shot
.75 MOA accuracy guarantee
(with a skilled shooter and match
grade ammunition).

While my initial thought was
to test this load in an AR-pattern
rifle, | ultimately landed on the
Model 2020 Waypoint for a few
reasons. Firstly, with its .75 MOA
guarantee, | know it would wring
the best possible accuracy out
of the round. Also, its 20" barrel
exactly matched the test barrel
length Lehigh used, making for a
good “apples to apples” compar-
ison of velocity. And lastly, | sus-
pect the TCC round would serve

just as well in a hunting role as it
could in a self-defense role.

Now that the rifle was selected,
| needed to get a good optic. I've
had very good luck with Riton
Optics in the past, so | decided to
check out their website.

After a bit of research and
picking the brains of some very
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experienced rifle shooters | know, |
landed on the 5 Conquer 5-25x56.
Due to my relative lack of expe-
rience with long-range shooting
and how | planned to test the

ammo, | selected the MOA version.

Finally, | needed a sturdy rest
to wring out the best accuracy
performance of the ammo. So,
| reached out to Ransom Rest

first trip to the range with it.

As | would be testing the ammo
at the distance of 100 yards, my
best choice for that task was the
Ben Avery Shooting Facility in
Phoenix, Arizona.

After sighting it in at 100 yards
using the Ransom Diamond Series
Rest, | started the formal test of
three, three-shot groups with the
Lehigh ammo. After firing the

three groups, | retrieved my
target and
proceeded
to measure
them right
there at
the range.

PERFORMANCE (100 YDS.)
MODEL 2020 WAYPOINT .308 WIN.

LOAD

| VELOCITY | GROUP (BEST) | GROUP (AVG.)

LEHIGH DEFENSE 155-GR. TCC | 2,866 fps |

0.64" | 0.68"

Accuracy results for three, three-shot groups measured in inches at 100 yards from a Ransom
Diamond Series Rifle Rest. Velocity is measured in feet per second (fps) by a Garmin Xero C1 Pro
Chronograph. Abbreviations: TCC (Tipped Controlled Chaos), fps (feet per second), gr. (grain).

about a new series they call the
Diamond Series Rifle Rest. | asked
to try out the front and rear rest
systems for the project.

THE TEST

To make sure | set up everything
for this project correctly, | reached
out to my friend Marty Enloe, from
Enloe Custom Guns. He kindly
helped me set my rifle up for the

Boy, was | impressed with this
ammo/rifle/scope combination.
My groups measured .700", .695"
and .640", for an average of .678".

These were some very solid results,

and well within the Model 2020’s
accuracy guarantee threshold.

Next up was testing for veloc-
ity. Over the years, | have chro-
nographed hundreds of rounds
of ammunition and, for the most
part, the velocities listed on the
ammunition packaging rarely
come close to the actual velocities
measured. So, | was curious how
the Lehigh load would do.

For my chrono test, | used the
Garmin Xero C1 Pro chronograph.
After firing five rounds through
the Garmin, | got an average ve-
locity of 2865.8 fps, with a kinetic
energy of 2826.1 ft-Ib. Remember
that Lehigh lists 2,800 fps out
of a 20" barrel. This is just about
the first time | have encountered

ammo that matches or even sur-
passes the velocity listed on the
ammo packaging.

After | performed the accuracy
and chronographing, | decided to
test Lehigh's claim that the TCC
bullet could penetrate a barrier
and expand only when it impacted
fluid. The best way to do this was
to use ballistic gel.

The FBI Standard for ballistic
gel is 6"x6"x16". | used the Clear
Ballistic Gel 8"x8"x18" block of gel
as | wanted a larger medium. This
could allow me to capture the
petals that were supposed to ra-
diate out of the permanent cavity
in the gel.

| placed the gel 10 feet from the
muzzle of the rifle and | placed
a 16"x16" piece of 1/2" drywall in
front of the block. After calculating
my offset, | fired one round into
it. After the dust settled, literally, |
inspected the block of gel and was
stunned. The permanent cavity
was extremely impressive, and the
bullet fragmented into nine or 10
small fragments — with two of the
petals going as deep as 164",

CONCLUSION
| can say that, after performance
testing this ammo, | believe it
clearly is as good as it claims to
be. The Springfield Armory Model
2020 Waypoint .308 rifle, com-
bined with the Riton Optics 5
Conquer 5-25x56 scope and the
Lehigh Defense 155-gr. TCC ammo,
makes for an exceptional trio.
Whether you're hunting large
game or looking for an effective
tactical round, Lehigh Defense
ammo — with this TCC load priced
at $68.95 for a 20-round box — is
an option that can’t be beat.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:
LEHIGHDEFENSE.COM
SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
GARMIN.COM

RANSOMREST.COM
RITONOPTICS.COM
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ETTER

HS CUSTOM, LLC

ROY HUNTINGTON

The stainless steel 4.25" Garrison
9mm makes for a solid founda-

tion for a custom build project,
like this one by HS Custom, LLC.




The Garrison exhibited a great
deal of attention to detail, from

the finely cut checkering to the
meticulously fitted components.




Dusty Housel of HS Custom is
shown here cutting the frontstrap
checkering on the pistol.



BUILD SHEET:

WHITE BALL FRONT SIGHT
FROM BLANK

STAN CHEN REAR SIGHT (W/ LABOR)
DOUBLE-ARROW SLIDE TOP PATTERN

EGW CARRY BEVEL GUNSMITH FIT
BARREL BUSHING (W/ LABOR)

EGW EXTENDED SMOOTH
RECOIL SPRING PLUG

FLUSH CUT AND CROWN BARREL

CUSTOM LIGHT CARRY DE-HORN
PACKAGE

MACHINE BEVEL BOTTOM OF SLIDE

STAN CHEN SHOOTER
INSTALLED MAGWELL

NEW STAN CHEN THUMB SAFETY
STAN CHEN MAGAZINE RELEASE

FLUSH CUT/COUNTERSINK
SLIDE STOP W/40 LPI CHECKERING

25 LPI FRONTSTRAP CHECKERING
W/UNDERCUT

LIGHT TRIGGER WORK/STONING

OXIDE BEAD BLAST WITH
POLISHED SLIDE FLAT

VZ GRIPS

$75

$80
$150

$60

$15
$50
$175
$50
$150

$80
$50

$75

$225
$60
$75

$65

In addition to installing new

sights, Housel cut “double arrow”
rows along the top of the slide.



35

YEAR
ANNIVERSARY




Housel fitted out the
pistol with a Stan Chen
Shooter Installed Mag-
well and VZ Grips.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:
HS-CUSTOM.COM
SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
CHENCUSTOM.COM

EGWGUNS.COM

RANSOMREST.COM
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THE % LITTLE CARTRIDGE THAT PACKS A PUNCH!

Hornady BLACK® SUBSONIC™ Lo A Personal
175 gr. HP 307 gr. SUB-X® Plinking Hunting Defense
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tax purposes
[v] Has Not Changed During Preceding 12 Months
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14) Issue Date for Circulation Data Below
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SPECIAL NEWSSTAND-ONLY
SHOOTING PUBLICATIONS

Coming to newsstand soon, or buy it now at
OSGNewsstand.com
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optic features serrations that n“ I lE

match the pistol’s slide per- f h The Springfield Armory

fectly. Price is $229.99. Custom Leather Duffle/
store.springfield-armory.com Overnight Bag is made from
. . top-grai hid db
The MicroStream USB light Seeledy COYV |.e and orass
) hardware. Price is $499.99.
from Streamlight offers re-

chargeable, variable intensity
power in a tiny package.
MSRP is $58.99.
streamlight.com

This Hellcat-exclusive Virid-
ian RFX11 green dot reflex

store.springfield-armory.com

R

s R
00VER I x Compact Echelon 4.0C slides are offered in

_ . , standard, threaded and comp’ed models,
Fiocchi’'s 95-gr. CovertX .380 jacketed hollow from basic slides to entire assemblies.

point with pre-cut serrat|ohs delivers potent Pricing starts at $299.99.
s_elf—de_fense power. MSRP is $18.99. store.springfield-armory.com
fiocchiusa.com
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YPERF R CE TC

With outstanding performance, Fiocchi's Hyperformance Match utilizing an RDF™
(Reduced Drag Factor) projectile elevates your mastering of technique. This methodically
optimized compound ogive and long, drag reducing boattail creates the flattest trajectory
and least wind drift possible with exceptionally high BCs. Take your long range shooting to
the next level with Hyperformance Match. In addition to our existing calibers, there are now
three NEW offerings in 7mm PRC, 6.5mm PRC and Bmm Creedmoor.

. —
FIOCCH
Y1

FIOCCHIUSA.COM
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